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Janney, Russell Long Love Remembers 
Hermitage House. Sept. 1953. 565p. $3.95. 


The author The Miracle the Bells has been writing 
industriously since that novel was published and the 
end-result this huge confectioned, kind over- 
grown wedding-cake, heavy with sugar-icing and dec- 
orated with candy roses and preserved violets, with 
artful flourishes loops and whorls, all topped 
statue Madonna. That the filling whipped cream 
and raspberry jam will not deter any reader who likes 
anovel that bulky and even bit gooey. Which 
say that this contender for the all-time record 
The American Novel; nor distinguished piece 
prose writing; albeit will sell and rented 
large public that does not like have its mouth 
puckered while eating, and prefers not have 
masticate what devours. 


Long Love Remembers all about Stanislaus 
(known New York “Tightpants” 
although represented being the best all-round 
pianist graduate cum laude from the Vienna Con- 
servatory since Franz Liszt and others went about beat- 
ing the daylights out eighty-eight key pianoforte); 
and about how Halka met and wooed and won 
and lost Olga Lasenka, poor girl from the outskirts 
Wilkes-Barre, miner’s daughter with lovely sing- 
ing voice and amazing resemblance statue sup- 
posedly enshrined the Cloisters, upper New York; 
and how that statue guards and guides the destinies 
Olga who is, presumably, direct descendant through 
seven centuries the original model for the statue. 


And case you suspect the comparison this novel 
wedding-cake, let assure the reader that the 
author himself responsible for the similarity that sug- 
gested itself; because Tightpants was, tells us, the 
only son poor Viennese baker and early learned 
wield with skill the dressiersack (icing-tube) with which 
Viennese bakers are wont embellish their so-called 
sachertorte heavy, many-layered and extra-sweet 
cake supposedly invented Herr Sacher, founder 
the famous Sacher Hotel just off the Ringstrasse near 
the Burgoper the so-called City Song which Vienna 
was before the first World War’s end clipped the wings 
the double-headed Hapsburg eagle and lopped off 
both heads). And, you will pardon me, that will give 
you some idea the style which this story told. 


After several assists from genial folk his native city, 
Halka comes the United States accompanist 
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flamboyant and very temperamental second-rate 
violinist; falls love with New York and wins the 
admiration concert entrepreneur, Rodman; gets 
job audition pianist for the great Flo Ziegfeld (who 
the time producing something that sounds very 
much like Mr. Janney’s own The Vagabond King) and 
meets and falls love with Olga Lasenka (who 
bears more than passing resemblance the heroine 
The Miracle the Bells); writes great Mahleresque 
symphony; loses Olga The Great Reaper; and dies 
just before great conductor realizes, from eight-bar 
snatch the principal theme which Halka has 
inscribed chocolate icing the top festive cake, 
that Tightpants Halka great composer. 


Nevertheless, Mr. Janney tells his story with great 
deal naive charm, drawing great deal also his 
own career and looking the world and its people 
through rose-colored glasses such manner down- 
right refreshing after all the myopic views one gets 
from other writers the current scene. And the so- 
called mystic thread that links Olga the Madonna 
the Sword and the Kommodore von Steinburg, 
the Herr Kapitan the Europa, will make many 
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106 Janey Lindbergh 


reader misty eyed and bit goggle-eyed. Indeed, Mr. 
Janney might well have called this novel The Miracle 
the Madonna, some such. 


Let not captious and criticize this the wrong 
category. old-fashioned novel; and big hunk 
sachertorte relished most us, from time 


time. 
Grady, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—SEPTEMBER 
SELECTION 


Lindbergh, Charles The St. Louis 
Scribners. Sept. 14, 1953. 562p. $5.00. 


This reader faced the review the Spirit St. Louis 
with about much enthusiasm might have 
wind, prehistoric did the story Lindbergh’s flight 
seem. long time had elapsed since the great flight 
1927; many developments have occurred avia- 
tion since the day the triumph the single engine 
monoplane; many aviation records have been broken; 
many non-stop flights have spanned many con- 
tinents and seas, that the flight the little plane from 
Roosevelt Field Long Island Bourget Paris 
seemed slightly diminished when viewed through the 
spectroscope quarter century. All that could 
have been written—including account Lindbergh 
himself—had been written, and nothing, this late 
date, should have been able re-create that clectric 
thrill which shocked the world the news Lind- 
bergh’s safe arrival the city the Seine. 


read The Spirit St. Louis suddenly realize 
that the years have been more concerned with the flyer 
than the flight, the machine rather than the man. 
Now, for the first time, the field lights are the more 
important, the more fascinating part the team. 


The first section the book titled “The Craft,” and 
the heading may well refer either the ship itself 
the craft involved accumlating backers, assembling 
information, and allocating all the duties necessary for 
the adventure. This portion the account most 
remarkable description patience and planning, and 
that makes the most ambitious 
text success school seem pale and primary. The 
enforced subservience every detail the one dream 
fulfilled presented with strong simplicity that 
should memorable. find all difficulties overcome 
through adroit use the human factor rather than 
the lavish employment financial one has provided 
faith the potentialities American 
youth. 


The second section concerned with the flight itself. 
What more important, surely, this section con- 
cerned with the past history the author from his 
earliest childhood. Most especially this second sec- 
tion concerned with the mental maturity that reaches 
its apogee far out over the Atlantic with the single 
question, “There’s the infinite magnitude the uni- 
verse; there’s the infinite detail its matter, the outer 
star, the inner atom. And man conscious 
worldly audience what not God?” 


Forester Lancaster Best SELLERs 
pointed the interlude series crises that pursue 
without capturing the frail plane and the indomitable 
pilot. read again the landing Bourget was 
recapture all the thrill that late Saturday 
noon 1927 and, indeed, even after quarter century 
augment it. This reviewer could not surrender the 
book until, with faint, appearing dawn, the conclu- 
sion had re-affirmed the courage, the perseverance, and 
the success single, simple, clear-visioned young 
man. 


William Field, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Forester, Hornblower and the Atropos 
Little, Brown. Sept. 10, 1953. 325p. $3.50. 


this sixth ninth (whichever way you prefer 
consider Captain Horatio Hornblower) book the 
series Forester has seemingly ended the Hornblower 
saga, one the best sea-adventure stories modern 
times. This book fills the gap between Lieutenant 
Hornblower and Captain Horatio Hornblower; the time 
circa 1805 when Napoleon’s star rising and 
land’s descending save for its fleet. Herein Hornblower 
assumes command the twenty-two gun sloop, H.M.S. 
Atropos, and assumes variety duties, including the 
transformation German princeling into British 
midshipman. begins with the responsibility for the 
water-borne portion Nelson’s state funeral, goes 


the recovery paychest boat Turkish waters and 
ends boarding Spanish ship war—all adventures 
bold and all brought off the face unforeseen and 


tremendous difficulties. And through all runs the 
famous Hornblower introspection—the continual worry 
and frustration, the sense impending failure, the con- 
stant search for ways and means and finally the grasped 
chance, which leads success. story’s end 
blower finds his ship given the King Sicily and 
himself returned England find his wife Maria with 
two sick infants. can only trust that Mr. Forester’s 
ingenuity will find some way give another volume 
Hornblower where seamanship, history, adventure 
and human foible are all combined into excellent enter- 
tainment. The book suitable for all readers. 


Lancaster, Bruce Blind Journey 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Sept. 1953. 303p. $3.95. 


One the minor mysteries modern literature Mr. 
Lancaster’s ability include many events read- 


Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
(Ila) Selinko Jan. 
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The Caine Mutiny Wouk Apr. 
Kingfishers Catch Fire (Ila) Godden June 
Bridges Toko-Ri (Ila) Michener July 
Cronin Aug. 
May 


Beyond This Place (Ila) 
Battle Cry Uris 


Jan. 
Apr. 
Aug. 


May 
Feb. 


Herzog 
Toynbee 
Crosby 


Annapurna (Ila) 
The World and the West (Ila) 
Call Lucky 
Major Speeches 

Adlai Stevenson Stevenson 
The White Rabbit (Ila) Marshall 


able fashion small book. this volume 
his Revolutionary War series, have account 
Benjamin Franklin’s intrigue France, mysterious 
sea voyage, naval battle, the siege Yorktown, 
cavalry fight against the redoubtable Colonel Tarleton, 
the British surrender Virginia and, for good measure, 
love-story. 

Here historical fiction its best. 
Franklin, France’s darling, the magnificent Washington, 
Lafayette and Mad Anthony Wayne, all march through 
the story quite plausible fashion. 


The prime mover the Blind Journey Franklin. 
His devious skill brings the United States French gold, 
French guns and French military help. Franklin 
who sends the hero, Ward Gratwick, through maze 
plots, spies, secret rendezvous and aimless trips. 
Finally there the strange mission America with 
secret documents chained Ward’s waist. Counter 
spies and secret agents are ready with opium, marlin 
spikes and other deterrents, but Ward wins through, 
all loose ends are neatly tied and the British march out 
Yorktown once again playing “The World Turned 
Upside Down” they surrender the combined 
French and Continental armies. 


this the last Mr. Lancaster’s books the Revo- 
lution, more’s the pity. However, there remains much 
written about the War 1812, the Civil War 
and other American crises. Please don’t stop, Mr. Lan- 
caster. You’re the shot-in-the-arm historical fiction 


needs. 
Stephen Laut, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Reflections Life 


Carrel, Alexis 
Hawthorn 


Translated from French Antonia White. 
Books. Sept. 11, 1953. 205p. $3.00 

Alexis Carrel died 1944. His death evoked mem- 
ories tinged varying emotions. Readers throughout 
the world remembered the best-selling author who 
penned the philosophic Man the Unknown. The gen- 
eral public recalled that Dr. Carrel had attained success 
the field medicine with his preparation, con- 
junction with Henry Dakin, the Carrel-Dakin 
solution for infected wounds. Similarly, Dr. Carrel, 


Carrel O’Faolain 107 


working with Charles Lindbergh, had developed the 
“mechanical heart.” But Frenchmen could not forget 
that, the bitter years the Vichy government, Carrel 
had held post under Marshal was accused 
“collaboration” and was forced face “clearance 
board” under the DeGaulle government. Two weeks 
after his acquittal, Alexis Carrel died. 


The author’s widow, Anne, edited this book. 
sense, there feeling incompleteness about it. The 
basic ideas are all there, but somewhat general 
form. The reader feels that the author had time 
have elaborated some his statements more 
ully. 


However, this defect becomes virtue well. 
makes the communication Carrel’s ideas more under- 
standable and imparts sort meditation format 
his thoughts. Seldom does philosophic book possess 
such immediate clarity. 


The general theme Reflections Life discussion 
the manner which the organic and mental state 
man can improved. The author weighs the 
present condition mankind and enumerates its faults 
which proceed from man’s deviation away from the 
natural law. disposed the hindrances 
civilization’s growth, Dr. Carrel proceeds explain the 
natural law, the fundamental laws human life, the 
principles conduct emanating from these laws and 
man’s sensibleness acting according these laws. 
The book elaboration the age-old theme—do 
not act against the judgments your reason. reason 
demonstrates there God, and further study reveals 
that God beauty, then make your aesthetics 
God-centered and not the topsy-turvey abstractionism 
the modern reason explains the function 
procreation, not distort its instruments for other 
purposes. These are few samples the thoughts 
considered. 


This posthumous work great source-book for 
reader’s own re-evaluation can thoroughly 


recommended. 
Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


O’Faolain, Sean Italy 
Devin-Adair. Sept. 1953. 207p. $3.50. 


difficult try account for the renaissance 
interest Italy. Undoubtedly the fact that was 
prolonged and bloody battleground during the past war 
has something with it. Many contributed 
its decimation—physical and 
haps they return stir and probe the waters their 
memories; perhaps they caught glimpse once- 
vital nation peopled with volcanic natures which as- 
tounded and delighted them. maybe the fine films 
which have come from people who have suffered 
intensely and have had these experiences distilled 
cinematic artists has something with it. These 
pictures have probably been seen Americans whose 
primary impressions have always been that the aver- 
age tourist: magnificence amongst squalor and dirt: 
the overwhelming splendor the Vatican, the Uffizi 
Gallery, the Circus Maximus, and, close by, the swarm- 


Todd Lieberman 


ing ant-hill apartments (many still shell-pocked) over- 
run sometimes noisy—but often silent and sad-eyed 
—children. Their chaotic misery has often repelled 
the well-fed American intent his culture search. 
But not Sean O’Faolain. 


One Ireland’s foremost writers, O’Faolain man 
compassion and insight. Gifted with honest charity, 
has visited Italy and given his impressions this 
fascinating country. Actually, Autumn Italy 
companion volume the author’s previous, Sum- 
mer Italy. the latter presented his personalized 
reactions northern Italy; the present one tours 
the lower end the Boot. 


Having been stationed southern Italy, flying from the 
fields outside Foggia during World War II, many the 
places the describes, and interprets in- 
tensely personal level, were known first-hand this re- 
viewer. The book was, therefore, strong 
for remembrance things past. And anyone who 
has been that part Italy: from Naples, Foggia, 
Bari, Capri, Ischia, Bari, and south Sicily, this work 
will delightful experience. anyone who 
about visit Italy these works are must! 


Even one voyage farther than his living room 
armchair, the erudition Mr. O’Faolain will joy. 
His obvious knowledge art, history, literature, and 
his personal interpretation of, and reaction to, the re- 
ligious atmosphere permeating the Italian way life 
make the book much more than mere Baedeker. 
Baedeker with bite and spice the old handbooks 
will never achieve. 
John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Todd, Ruthven Loser’s Choice 
Hermitage House. Sept. 1953. 223p. $3.00. 


Although fairly obvious that the incidents which 
this tale based are vintage World War II, author 
Todd, Englishman, has been pains make the 
warring nations anonymous and gives names only 
few the persons his drama political loyalties. 
The Capital, where all the action takes place, suggests 
other city save Berlin, character and fate; the 
Leader and the Director Propaganda are modelled 
the equally infamous Hitler and Goebbels, and the 
Marshal, mentioned once twice, indubitably in- 
spired Goering. Just who would, the continuing 
analogue, correspond the sybaritic Pastor hard 
say; probably, one; just possibly Pastor Niemoeller, 
kind libellous distortion. 


Central figure, (and, suspect from the author’s atten- 
tion him, the hero), this latter-day parable 
prose named Edward Bartley, Englishman rene- 
gade, fanatically devoted the Leader and the fan- 
tastic philosophy the Leader promulgates. has come 
the Capital during the early stages The War, 
(parallel 1939), and appointed Deputy the 
Director Propaganda, specializing Foreign Propa- 
ganda, preparing and delivering daily radio broadcasts 
his native land. meets night-club singer, 
lady easy virtue (none, really) who employed 
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the Secret Police watch over him for evidence 
disloyalty that never forthcoming. For good rea- 
son save give the writer chance vent some 
splenetic distaste for The Church, the Pastor 
food, drink and furnishings, former aviator 
previous war who turned The Church career, 
Bartley does little else but make love Ilsa, prepare 
his propaganda, betray desperate Army cabal against 
the Leader, and persevere his fanaticism beyond even 
the cringing end his adored Leader. final face- 
to-face encounter with the Pastor, who preparing 
weather the occupation the victorious Enemy, Bart- 
ley made come off best, (if interpret the author 
correctly), because willing die for his belief 
his “adopted faith.” 


The effect the deliberate universalization locale 
and personnel make this equally applicable 
Communism well Fascism; such, may 
interpreted exposition the fanatisme the 
dedicated communist, and so, equivocally, becomes 
kind defense the species. any event, Mr. Todd 
seems clearly not like The Church, particularly 
(since puts breviary into the hands the Pastor 
and makes him celibate) the Catholic Church. 


Lieberman, Chaim 
The Christianity Sholem Asch 
Philosophical Library, 1953. 276p. $3.00. 


This volume fails its critical function. Its announced 
aim present critical analysis the novels 
Sholem Asch. The author employs all the mechanical 
paraphernalia proper literary criticism. Yet the 
spirit approach based upon pro-conceived resent- 
ment against Asch and, result, data are 
sented substantiate this bias. More pointedly for 
the Christian reader, Lieberman’s discussion Christ, 
Mary, Paul, and the early Church becomes 
board for violent and ridiculing denials the sacred 
tenets the Christian faith. There definite 
tempt equate Christianity with the mythologies col- 
lected Frazer’s Golden Bough. The reliability 
Lieberman matters religion about solid 
George Coulton’s opinions Mediaeval Europe. The 
same distortion facts suit bitter purpose also 
evident the latter portion this book which 
Asch’s novels with modern themes are treated. 


Sholem Asch has been criticized Christian reviewers 
man who never gives the complete picture 
Our Lord and His Times. Thus book this sort 
leaves the reader wonderment where Asch 
really stands. There are evidences that has secret 
love for Jesus and His teachings, although externally 
maintaining hostility for the external Church. Yet 
Lieberman’s summarization Asch’s outlook, the latter 
emerges apostate and traitor the faith his 
fathers and pursuer religion unworthy respect. 


The author’s attempts explain Christian doctrine 
such points the Messianic mission, the Virgin Mary, 
miracles, the Old Law and the New, oftentimes re- 
pugnant, both the grounds good taste and also 
because the weakness authorities adduced. 
state that the “overshadowing” Mary the Holy 
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Ghost the Annunciation but extension 
pagan story dealing with rape among the gods insult- 
ingly blasphemous. ignore nineteen centuries 
historic manifestations opinion the death and 
Assumption Mary and use the sermon Uni- 
tarian minister Brooklyn basis for denial poor 
scholarship and example spite submerging good 
sense. 


The Christianity Sholem Asch reads like slanted 
dissertation very immature undergraduate. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Buck, Pearl Come, Beloved 
John Day. Aug. 10, 1953. $3.75. 

Pearl Buck turns from China India for locale, but 
her theme one she has long advocated: the fraternity 
all men and how selfishness, convention, and preju- 
dice conspire against it. Even the Christian missionary 
effort, she implies, impaired because does not prac- 
tice the flesh the full brotherhood that preaches 
spirit, and because isolates itself narrow doc- 
trinal issues. 


The spirit the book essentially tied remark 
Jehar, Indian sadhu, the closing pages: “The 
ladder Heaven made steps. each step 
think have reached the goal. But there another 
step, and the final one before the gates God the 
one when all self given.” Time and experience 
are necessary teach mankind these steps, and the 
story shows how four generations the MacArd family 
progressed upward the ladder self-rejection and 
cultivation love God that expresses itself 
full-hearted love all His creatures. 


Founder the dynasty David MacArd, domineer- 
ing American millionaire the nineties whose measure 
success money, comfort, and power. memorial 
his deceased wife, conceives the Leila MacArd 
School Theology, founded the banks the 
Hudson train missionaries for India. The dream, 
however, less philanthropy than monument 
himself and American enterprise, and its selfishness 
stands forth soon sacrifice entailed. When his 
son, resolved free himself from paternal dominance 
and earn the love Olivia Dessard the kind per- 
sonal strength she respects, announces that going 
become Indian missionary and live for the ideals 
the father professes, the memorial promptly collapses: 
“That miserable country! There’s plenty other 
men go. Not son! set fire the memorial 
and let India hell.” Practicality, though, finally 
saves the buildings for conversion into factory. 


The younger David sacrifices much more than money 
the higher ideals holds, but eventually too 
from the challenge his own son, Ted, makes 


his selfllessness. India David uses his wealth for 
erection MacAard University and works eliminate 
the squalor and ignorance the masses. But Darya, 
his closest friend, warns that his religion tainted with 
his father’s materialism: “You will surround them with 
comforts and make them believe that your 


Buck Furcolowe 109 


running water and your clean rooms and soft 
are all the result your religion and you will make 
Christians them.” loses Olivia the plague 
with resignation, but rebels against Ted’s plan strip 
himself worldly goods and live the remote village 
Vhai full practice both Christian belief and 
the new nationalism Gandhi. David thereup re- 
marries and returns New York assume control 
the MacArd industrial empire. 

Vhai Ted and Ruth, his young bride, rear three 
children natural acceptance the renunciation 
they have made. Livy, the eldest daughter, though, 
perceives difference her parents’ belief that Indians 
should treated exactly white people: her father 
practices this consciously, thereby implicitly revealing 
atavistic remnant; her mother’s sense equality 
unstudied and natural. When Livy falls love with 
Jatin, young native doctor, however, both parents 
fail the test their creed. They refuse sanction 
the proposed marriage, paradoxically even failing see 
the situation the logical outcome the meeting be- 
tween Christianity and India. Livy has been taught 
love all men her equal; Jatin has been converted 
from caste consciousness. Yet Ted and Ruth, who 
could sacrifice themselves, cannot accept this ultimate 
which their religion leads them. Instead they set 
sail for America place Livy college there. Jatin 
promises Ted not seek Livy further, but predicts 
that some day her child another man will wish 
marry Indian and Livy will allow it. Thus “Time 
and the generations work together with fate.” 


The book has more than its thoughtful theme recom- 
mend it. Especially notable the respectful and pene- 
trating study Indian customs and psychology, together 
with convincing insight into the domestic life the 
country several social levels. scale char- 
acterization somewhat uneven: the MacArds are 
carefully done, are also Darya and Olivia; but Ruth, 
Livy, and Jatin are not developed fully their 
motivation the plot warrants. This feature seems 
the only prominent evidence the pressure upon the 
author reducing long saga relatively short 
novel. The emotional effect, which cumulatively 
strong, only once involves impropriety; this Jatin and 
Livy’s secret meetings and intercourse before they ac- 
cept their fated separation. Adult readers, thereby in- 
dicated, will make some qualification the complexion 
placed the Christian missionary effort, but they 
will respect Mrs. Buck’s sincerity and find her message 


worth hearing. 
George Grauel, Ph.D. 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Furcolowe, Charles Search for the Sun 
World Publishing Co. Aug. 17, 1953. 275p. $3.50. 

Search for the Sun might have been all the things its 
jacket blurb claims, “fully mature work art,” “rich 
Lewis. But this first novel Charles Furcolowe widely 
misses deserving these claims. requires more than 
average writing skill and maturity chronicle epic 
manner one man’s life and thoughts from cradle 
grave. Charles Furcolowe unfortunately 


110 


consequently relies heavily the style tough 
realism found modern detective fiction. 


Frank Slade, the hero, born the 1870’s and his 
life span covers period great industrial growth. 
Slade’s middle class life New England and his finan- 
cial ups and downs the growing automobile business 
are the background for the exposition this man’s 
most intimate thoughts and actions. His happiest years 
are early childhood and the period courtship and 
early married life. Since material gain his driving 
force, ignores the richer meanings and pleasures 
family life. Wéithout religion, moral integrity worth- 
while purpose guide him, success does not bring 
Slade contentment. 


This book full profanity, obscenities and scenes 
sexual immorality described without restraint. Objec- 
tionable these are, the real evil this book that 
sophisticated trash purporting the true por- 
trayal typical modern American. such 
might delude the unwary into commiserating with 
dull hero whose story vulgar, sordid and depressing. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


The Sounding Brass 


Latham, Edythe 
465p. $4.50. 


Little, Brown. Aug. 12, 1953. 


Here first novel, long, rambling affair, tediously 
drawn out beginner who seems intent upon squeez- 
ing every last thought and bit experience into her 


initial work. The resulting effort reads more like 
popularized term report sociology major, with 
scarcely faint hint interest for the ordinary reader 
who enjoys some action and, the very least, occa- 
sional breath life his fictional personalities. 


Reduced its basic essentials, The Sounding Brass 
must categorized ordinary case study three 
generations the Chadley family the southern in- 
dustrial city Newtown. The locale could very well 
Greensboro, C., which the young authoress 
native. this city, about the turn the present 
century, Marcus Chadley, strange man wealth and 
success, came and settled with his two motherless sons 
and faithful Negro family retainer, Isaiah Craig. 
shrewd business tycoon, brusque and not overly soci- 
able, Chadley dominated the community did his 
rather odd household. 


the second generation Chadleys, Lesley, nurturing 
the artistic inheritance from his mother which had 
brought her suicide, suffers the same antagonism and 
ridicule from his domineering parent. Estranged from 
the father, Lesley dies the flu army camp dur- 
ing World War leaving his widow and baby daughter, 
August, the care his older brother, Fenton. Soon 
thereafter the latter marries Gilberta and adopts the 
child his own. Out this relationship between 
the paternalistic guardian and his niece-stepdaughter 
emerges the essence the story. Fenton, carrying 
the business responsibilities and influence inherited 
from his father, tries encourage August his own 
well the pattern her deceased father’s way 
life. But the girl rebels against this restraining hand 
order find her own way and true love. breaking 
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away from the bonds this paternal power she finds 
allies Isaiah’s son, Ralph, and the latter’s tutor, 
Walter Abbott. Ralph, refusing the education Fenton 
seeks force upon him, frees himself from the control 
his benefactor crippling himself. The young col- 
lege professor, the other hand, finds his doctoral 
work impeded the very man whom making 
study. 
This general theme, with proper handling, has excellent 
possibilities, potential charm and attractiveness, but 
its present form stiffly academic and utterly un- 
emotional. The characters are almost unimaginable 
human beings. her rare appearances, re- 
veals all the vitality primly dressed, dainty toy 
doll being carried and off stage. The others seem 
hanging lifeless from the string, waiting respond 
the manipulations clever puppeteer. And while 
they await their cue, the author’s soporific pen lulls the 
unsuspecting reader into dreamland his own. But 
thanks Miss Latham’s introductory quotation re- 
mind that her title stems from Corinthians XIII:1, 
the spell our reverie was soon broken some very 
pleasant moments with the Apostle’s beautiful poem 
Charity. You have your choice. 

Francis Ullrich, 

Manhattan College, 

New York 71, New York 


Stevens, William Oliver Famous Humanitarians 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 17, 1953. 131p. $2.50. 


There are now twenty-three titles the series entitled 
“Famous Biographies for Young People” and these 
William Oliver Stevens has contributed four volumes. 
Already his credit are the volumes Famous American 
Statesmen, Famous Women America, and Famous 
Men Science. These books, intended for boys and 
girls from twelve sixteen, deserve better known 
than they are present. Certainly any boy girl 
would gain much from reading this latest volume the 
series. Mr. Stevens has made understandable and in- 
spiring the lives such humanitarians Saint Vincent 
Paul, William Booth, Father Damien, Brother Joseph 
Dutton, Jacob August Riis, Jane Addams, Sir Wilfred 
Thomas Grenfel, and Albert Schweitzer. 
avoided the sensational his various chapters; has 
stressed the sound and ethical concepts involved; 
has given full credit the influence religion 
humanitarian undertakings; has made the men and 
women who appear the biographical sketches human 
and attractive. 


Those parents who are concerned about the ‘effect 
the so-called “comics” their children might find 
their problems much less acute few volumes 
“Famous Biographies” would brought into the homes 
concerned. Most young people would certainly not 
have forced read them. The style not 
all heavy; the vocabulary used not beyond the com- 
prehension the intended readers; the format at- 
tractive. recommend Famous Humanitarians 
starter, followed other excellent volumes 


the series. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Brennan, Niall The Making Moron 
Sheed Ward. Aug. 12, 1953. 189p. $2.50. 

The stimulus for the theme The Making Moron 
was the report wartime experiment which in- 
dividuals subnormal mentality were placed work 
spinning mills Australia with large measure 
success. morons were completely absorbed 
their work, happy, careful their employers’ interests, 
good deportment. For the most part they proved 
ideal workers. 


Inspired the outcome the experiment, the author 
accepted jobs mills, factories and two large depart- 
ment stores. sought answer the question 
the effect industrialization and commercial specializa- 
tion upon the personality the employee. The book 
narrative his work experiences with interspersed 
comment the behavior and mental life his co- 
workers. 

From this first-hand experience developed the thesis 
that industrialism utilizes few the physical and men- 
tal faculties man. Man can only happily em- 
ployed when totally employed. Monotony not 
caused repetition; due inadequate utilization 
all man’s resources. The unity human personality 
becomes seriously mutilated and since man becomes 
seeming creature rather than being creature 
overconcerned with without 
realization one’s status the pattern life and 
without contemplation his relationship with God 
directs man’s concern his stomach and his sensuality. 
assumes moronic traits, interest and attitudes. 


Modern technology with its non-productive white collar 
class, its alleged semi-skilled occupations and its pro- 
fessional class possessed only scientific technology 
the force antithetical the development the inte- 
grated personality. The productive trades involving 
hand, mind and heart develop man most 
lectual pursuit without physical labor can de- 
structive the self semi-skilled trades without intel- 
lectual stimulation. 


The author directs our attention one the debit 
sides the ledger technological living. rightly 
concludes that espouses materialistic existence, but 
overlooks any credit entries that should made. 
serious omission insufficient mention the associa- 
tion institutional change and materialistic ideology 
with technological industrialism. return the 
crafts hardly sufficient remedy for its evil effects. 
However, the work does draw our attention serious 
deficiency our industrial living; the greater the need 
for assidiously seeking supernatural Grace. 


Lennon, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


MacEoin, Gary Nothing Quite Enough 
Holt. Aug. 31, 1953. 306p. $3.50. 


The author this book, Irish birth, and now living 
the United States, free-lance writer and literary 
critic; perhaps best known for his fairly recent and 
rather well-received biography Cervantes. 1927, 
young man eighteen, Mr. MacEoin entered the 
Novitiate the Congregation the Most Holy Re- 
deemer (Redemptorists) Ireland; some seven years 
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later, shortly before was ordained, was dis- 
missed from the Congregation, reason being offered 
him for this step, save that his superiors had decided 
that his ordination would not the best interests 
the community. Nearly twenty years after that 
time, Gary MacEoin has chosen tell the story his 
religious life, and, with good deal bitterness, the 
episode his dismissal. very difficult see for 
what purpose this book was written (except, perhaps, 
what sort reader might appeal; and most diffi- 
credit the author with writing entirely good 
aith. 


One has, begin with, the impression gained from 
Monica Baldwin’s Leap Over the Wall, popular 
briefly few years ago, that the author has deliberately 
sought set before his readers just those aspects the 
religious life (or the life particular community) 
that would repel readers who have idea the raison 
such life. have the stories the 
penitential instruments—the hairshirt, the nailed arm- 
lets and cinctures; the zelator who spies upon the 
novices, trying catch them unaware offenses 
against the Rule; and on, all the way the villainous 
Father Provincial, who, order get the obstreperous 
cleric leave the community quietly, offers financial 
settlement firm but verbal agreement,” which 
was, course, later “repudiated cynically.” 


The Church upon this earth, those who write about 
her and her various aspects never tire repeating, 
composed men and women, who are, large part, 
frail, fallible, peccable, and capable, whether working 
individually collectively, perpetrating injustices; 
all these things are true religious superiors 
any other members the Church—but even one 
were grant that the worst was true, and that real 
vocation was thwarted and injustices committed the 
process (and there reason for granting much), 
hard see what the telling the sad tale would 
accomplish, how such story could told—as the 
say this one is—with “candor, delicacy, and 
ove. 


True, Mr. MacEoin Baron Corvo, and not 
frenetic his complaints. And the community life 
lived not made repulsive religion appears the 
books Monica Baldwin and Norma Downey. But 
the story the candidate rejected after long trial 
religious community neither uncommon nor likely 
told objectively, much less “with candor and deli- 
cacy.” Even one grants that Mr. MacEoin man 
good will, hard see how why his book 
should recommended the Catholic reader. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Gearty, Patrick 

The Economic Thought 
Monsignor John Ryan 
Aug. 1953. 341p. $4.00. 
There can little doubt that Monsignor John Ryan 
was one the most influential American ecclesiastical 
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figures the first half the twentieth century. The 
first chapter this book biographical. The author 
makes pretence writing the definitive life this 
distinguished prelate but does reveal man extra- 
ordinary talents who was one and the same time 
learned scholar, facile writer, sympathetic priest, 
indefatigable champion the workingman and 
democratic tradition. Perhaps yet too early 
write full-fleshed biography Msgr. Ryan but this 
chapter demonstrates the vital impact his career made 
upon the Catholic Church the United States. 
Msgr. Ryan was not academic economist although 
had mastered the fundamental principles this 
important science. What interested him was the prac- 
tical solution economic problems and the application 
ethical principles economics. His many books, 
pamphlets and articles were concerned with the living 
wage, socialism, distributive justice, church and state, 
better economic order, Catholic principles politics, 
etc. From these subjects the author illustrates Msgr. 
Ryan’s firm grasp correct economic principles. 
Ryan was college student when Leo XIII pub- 
lished his memorable encyclical Rerum Novarum. 
Using this encyclical background for his own teach- 
ing, expounded the Catholic doctrine church and 
labor. Many accused him socialism but rejoiced 
see his ideas vindicated Pius Quadragesimo 
Anno. Not few his suggestions were incorporated 
Roosevelt the New Deal and Time Magazine 
went far dub him the Right Reverend New 
Dealer. Nevertheless was always independent and 
did not hesitate differ publicly with Roosevelt when 
thought the President mistaken. 
Economic democracy was Msgr. Ryan’s solution for the 
chaos the great depression. Economic democracy 
opposed laissez-faire capitalism, fascism, nazism and 
communism. not, many suppose, the same thing 
the corporative state. Rather system occu- 
pational groups such was proposed Pius 
Quadragesimo Anno and has been recommended 
many occasions Piux XII. One concludes from 
reading this book that the occupational group system 
was the heart Msgr. Ryan’s teaching and that 
valid today when was first suggested. 
This study The Economic Thought Monsignor 
John Ryan was first published doctorate disser- 
tation the Catholic University America. dis- 
plays the virtues and shortcomings doctorate re- 
search. Learned, accurate, highly specialized, copi- 
ously supplied with references and written scientific 
argot that will delight professors’ critical eyes but will 
times puzzle the ordinary reader. will appeal 
therefore mainly professors and students eco- 
nomics but its stimulating ideas reward those who 
want know the mind one America’s best Cath- 
olic thinkers. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 


Tazieff, Haroun Caves Adventure 
Harper. July 22, 1953. 222p. $3.00. 

Capitalizing the popularity the present time 
books describing man’s contact with hitherto unknown 
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unconquered natural phenomena, this volume de- 
scribes the activities group French speleologists— 
cave-explorers—in their investigations spec- 
tacular series underground chambers the French 
sometimes informally called, increasingly popular 
pastime the United States, though this country would 
seem offer nothing awe-inspiring hazardous 
access the caves Pierre Saint-Martin, near the 
wild and rugged land the Basques. 


The desire add man’s scientific knowledge 
regions beneath the earth was part the motivation 
the two expeditions the Pierre Saint-Martin caves, 
which this book tells—but the devoted speleologist 
would seem need other reason for diving leagues 
beneath the earth than does his opposite number among 
the seekers Nature’s secrets, the mountaineer; 
wants explore caves just because they are there. 


The existence this great series caverns became 
known 1950, when French cave expert watched 
crows flying and out what were apparently holes 
the rock; knowing that crows nest only places 
where there clear drop many feet beneath the 
nest, the expert dropped pebbles through the holes, 
and the already suspected existence this series 
caves was confirmed. 


There followed the two exploring expeditions which 
this book gives account. The second, August 
1952, attracted world-wide attention when one the 
most ardent and most proficient the explorers, Marcel 
Loubens, was killed drop the cave’s floor while 
attempt was being made haul him the surface. 


Like Annapurna, the mountaineering classic our 
time, Tazieff’s book has two values—it con- 
tribution man’s knowledge the world which 
lives, and testimony great worth the heroism 
which men are capable. 

Tazieff’s writing simple and straightforward, and the 
translation from the French Alan Hodge well 
done. The book can recommended all classes 
readers, but will, course, find most favor with those 
who like vicarious adventuring. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Roosevelt, Eleanor India and the Awakening East 


Harper. July 22, 1953. 237p. $3.00. 


One the prerequisites any trip abroad, especially 
the personality prominent one, set print 
the impressions the trip. Eleanor Roosevelt now 
joins the ever increasing group world raconteurs. 


The tour resulted primarily from invitation extended 
Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s Prime Minister, well 
challenge from Mr. Bokhari, Pakistan’s representative 
the United Nations Committee Number Three that: 
“You, Mrs. Roosevelt, not care what happens the 
children Asia; they are colored. The children 
Europe are white.” 


describing the experiences her five month tour 
the Middle East and Asia, Mrs. Roosevelt stresses 
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particular the problems confronting the Arab states, 
Israel, and India, not overlooking Nepal, Indonesia and 
the Philippines. She feels that the plight the dis- 
placed person the Arab states due primarily the 
lack foresight the part the Arab chieftains. 
However, this should not mean that Israel completely 
exonerated. further contrast, she admired the in- 
dustry the Israelites compared the helplessness 
the Arabs. She was appalled the starvation 
India and attributed over-population, coupled with 
primitive methods agriculture, practically sanita- 
tion, and the lack medical facilities. Control 
population seems short-sighted answer. Popu- 
laticn still considered country’s most 
attribute. Despite all these problems, India, her 
own initiative, making progress. 


This not leisurely trip. The reader feels that she 
rushing catch planes, receptions, rushing 
back from sightseeing trips and when Mrs. Roosevelt 
finally has shampoo all take deep breath. Her 
adequate description the beauty the Taj Mahal, 
native fashion show, the brewing Turkish coffee 
and other various experiences save this book from be- 
coming dull political summary. Mrs. Roosevelt does 
not pretend expert world problems hence 
this book cannot regarded the solution end all 
solutions. However, their problems are partly ours and 
the awareness this may enable help them 
eventually stand their own feet. For this reason, 
the book recommended for the average reader. 


Miriam Pierce, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Carrigher, Sally Icebound Summer 
Knopf. July 10, 1953. 262p. $3.95. 


Icebound Summer interesting, well written story 
about life the Arctic. While largely concerned 
with the lives, habits, habitat the Arctic animals, 
succeeds giving fairly interesting comprehensive 
impression the struggle for existence for both man 
and animal. Instead the usual story the terror 
endless winter filled with desolate cold, Miss Car- 
tells series descriptive stories that catch 
definite theme. The theme the order nature seen 
the lives the animals she describes. Combining 
the exactness naturalist and the skill seasoned 
author, she presents finished work that should 
interesting just about any group readers. 


James Redding, Ph.D., 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Savage, Howard Fruit Impulse 
Harcourt. May 28, 1953. 407p. $6.00. 

The subtitle this book is: “Forty-five Years the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement Teach- 
ing. The author discusses the many internal problems 
faced the officers the Foundation their attempts 
set pension system for certain college and uni- 
versity teachers. There also discussion the more 
important study grants made the Foundation. 


Carrigher Savage Index 
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This specialized work little interest the general 
reader. The style writing raises further obstacles 
any wide circulation this book. written 
discursive, episodic manner, which makes sustained 
reading extremely difficult. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 
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